In defence of non-remunerated blood donation.
Numerous documents concerning bioethics and human rights recognise that the human body and its parts should not be bought or sold or be source of profit. Voluntary, non-remunerated donation is recognised by all the major competent bodies in the field as a cornerstone for the safe and sustainable supply of blood and blood products. In several nations so-called "donors" nonetheless receive remuneration or reimbursements that frequently verge on actual payments. In addition, there is constant pressure - especially from for-profit organisations--to introduce payments for "donors". Against this background it may perhaps be useful to reassert the basic principles underlying the non-remunerated donation of blood.